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**|DEALITE 


lightweight concrete block in this church in Ft. Collins 
block enabled us to solved the tight budget require- 
build a church that ments without sacrificing beauty. 
pleased our eye and l'oday's concrete gd is ete 

budast tremely Verda tile. Construction 
our g e e time is quick. Every time a stand- 


Bishop F. L. Stonemets ard sized block is laid, nine-tenths 


Ths use of lightweight concrete 


of a square foot of wall is built. 


It 1D) 18 ÀN ib it "Р 18 Block requires very little mainte- 


Hroducata ої ов ће Шен Aggregsie nance and offers you superior insu- 
for Concrete and Concrete Products lating and acoustical properties. In 
806 Boston Building + Phone 534-5144 addition it has a higher resistance 
Denver, Colorado 80202 to fire, If you’re considering the 
construction of a church or other 
such building, investigate the ad- 
vantages of building it with Idealite 
lightweight concrete block. 
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THERE'S NO BETTER 
BEGINNING FOR A 
HIGHWAY 


REINFORCED CONCRETE CULVERT PIPE 


(AND OUR GREAT, GREAT GRANDCHILDREN WILL STILL BE USING IT) 


HYDRO CONDUIT CORPORATION 


{ , 2800 SECOND ST., SW • ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 


STRUCTURAL STEEL 


FOR NEW MEXICO'S 
THRIVING BUILDING 
INDUSTRY SINCE 1942. 


Mille Smith 


500 PHOENIX apii N.W. 
STATION OX 6007 
ALBUQUERQUE. NEW MEXICO 
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ARCHITECTS — BUILDERS 
Visit Our Showrooms—displaying such 
products as; 


€ Normal, all sizes of 


€ "SLUMPROK" 


Scoria Blocks 


only by 


in 4 colors 


with 1^ 
CREGO 


—See Photo 
@ SHADOW, Seulpered = Sun Screen blocks in all 


€ Miscellaneous materials of interest 


TINGLEY CONISRUM 


New Mex 


CREGO MASONRY UNITS USED THROUGHOUT 
CREGO BLOCK СО,, Ine, 
econd NW 1311 Siler Road SEZANA 
que, N. Mexico Santa Fe, N. Mexico W THIN WALL 


7341 | | SCORIA BLOCK: 
(али а сите 
у CREGO: 


344-3475 


Visit with our 
Communications Consultant 


Call him at the blueprint stage to be sure 
communications in the building you're 
designing keep pace with growth. 


His experience with every phase of modern 
communications can help you save costly 
construction errors, omissions and delays. 


|] His advance knowledge can help you plan 
newly designed equipment and services. 


Just call our Business Office and ask for a 
Communications Consultant to call you. 
No obligation, of course. 


Mountain States Telephone 


Serving You 


MST 69-BP (1-65) 
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Specify Hydronics. . 


Your building and your clients deserve 
Hydronies. It allows freedom of design 
and is easily installed in any construc- 
tion material. Client satisfaction is de- 
livered through comfort performance, 


. The science of heating and cooling with liquids — 


cleanliness, built in mechanical dura- 
bility and long life. Economy comes 
from low owning, operating and con- 
struction cost. 

NEW MEXICO PIPE TRADES INDUSTRY PROGRAM 


INCLUDE IN YoUR PLAN... 


. а visit to the new facility of 
Albuquerque Lumber Company at 
3825 Edith Northeast. 
Conference and estimating rooms 
are available for your conven- 
ience. Displays are set up to give 
your client a clear—more graphic 
picture of your ideas. 

Drop in soon for a visit—or for 
We'll 


business. be glad to see 


you. 
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OUR 28TH YEAR CLIMATE DESIGNING 
PAINT FOR THE SOUTHWEST 


HANLEY’S and the 


TP MOM D 
35 gr COLOR 


IN ARCHITECTURAL 
QUALITY PAINTS 


SUNFOE 
AMBASSADOR 


HANLEY PAINT МЕ, 


EL PASO, TEXAS ALBUQUERQUE 
PH. 532-6921 NEW MEXICO 
755-9821 PH. 265-1524 


C0., ING. 
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THE PAINTER AND THE PHOTOGRAPH 


The thoroughly exciting developments that have 
transpired in conjunction with the functioning of the 
Art Gallery of the University of New Mexico have been 
given still another booster with the opening of the latest 
exhibition entitled The Painter and the Photograph. 
The brain child of Van Deren Coke, chairman of the 
Art Department at the University, this show opened 
earlier in the year at Brandeis University to critical 
acclaim. The show will also be seen at Indiana and 
lowa Universities, the Isaac Delgado Museum in New 
Orleans, and the Santa Barbara Museum of Art in 
California. 


In a clear sense this exhibition is an important 
milestone, representing as it does the culmination of 
many years of solid research on the part of Professor 
Coke in an area hitherto unrecognized by art historians. 
Coke's theme is nothing less than the study of the im- 
pact of photography on the artist, beginning with the 
introduction of the daguerreotype in 1839, tracing its 
development through the various media of mass dis- 
semination of reportorial coverage and culture and 
climaxing in the almost latest stylistic twists and turns 
of pop, if not op. 

In conjunction with the show the University of New 
Mexico Press has published still another of its hand- 
some brochures with text by Coke and numerous illus- 
trations giving the gallery goer an unusual opportunity 
of not merely seeing an extraordinary show but also 
following the lines of approach of a fresh and visually 
sensitive imagination at work in dealing with a novel 
idea in a thorough if somewhat controversial way. 

The catalogue treats the subject comprehensively 
and within a historical framework, containing many 
nineteenth century illustrations of canvas-photograph 
parallelisms, while the exhibition itself is concerned 
with more recent work (although even here the *Nude 
Descending a Staircase" is over fifty years old). 

Given the opportunity of comparing a Delacroix 
"Odalisque" cheek by jowl with its source of photo- 
graph in the booklet or seeing the famous "Nude 
Descending a Staircase” of Duchamp in the flesh (so 
to speak, since the painting is in the gallery) with 


its obvious inspiration in the motion study photographs 
of Marey is genuinely a stimulating experience. The 
use of the photograph by the artist of imagination is 
kaleidoscopically varied. Francis Bacon, by altering 
the background and setting, changes a photographic 


g 
shot of a dog into a frightening menace; Andy Warhol 


enlarges and multiplies a news photo of an auto acci- 
dent to produce a work of art (?) entirely divorced 


from traditional pictorial means. The more interesting 
of these juxtapositions is less the kind of literalness 
one finds in relating the “Portrait of Bismarck" by von 
Lenbach with its souce photograph than in the kind of 
utilization of a typical item which might be found in 
"Life" magazine of two women of New Guinea. This 
is in actuality a photograph by Eliot Elifson which 
the young Chilean artist, Enrique Montenegro has 
used as a point of departure for an entirely independ- 
ent work of art. 

A fascinating comparison can be made with those 
unique individuals of our own time whose professional 
lives impinged on both photography and the graphic 
arts. The case of Charles Sheeler seems to point to 
what might be interpreted as a kind of poverty of 
ideas or even spiritual undernourishment as in the 
case of his “Rolling Power." Here is what appears to 
be an almost undisguised attempt to make of the paint- 
ing as close an imitation of the photo as possible, al- 
though Coke's treatment of this example із supremely 
sympathetic. On the other hand, another ex-photogra- 
pher is Ben Shahn who uses the camera image as a 
springboard to new visualizations which is clearly seen 


by comparing results with sources. 

The ultimate dilemma of the subject of the expo- 
sition is the problematical nature of the still new re- 
lationship of the eye of the camera to the mind of the 
artist. This show seems to indicate that among other 
things there are no rules for the game of understanding 
the impact of the camera on the visual arts, or at any 
rate, they have yet to be formulated. Van Deren Coke 
has exercised remarkable restraint in his reluctance to 
set up qualitative judgments on the highly varied 
technics of photographic usages especially in the case 
of the contemporary artist. This is as it should perhaps 
be, and the viewer will be left to draw his own con- 

continued—page 21 
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А new world 


to work in 


A DIVISION OF 
NEW MEXICO SCHOOL AND 
OFFICE SUPPLY COMPANY 


Distributor of 
Herman Miller Furniture 


Visit our display rooms 


ACTION OFFICE 
If you're a star 
Office. IT your 
Action Offic 


Display at 

509 Second St. N.W. 
Albuquerque, N. M. 
(505) 247-0263 


Serving Southwestern New Mexico 
and El Paso with 


Quality Concrete Masonry Products 


and many allied building materials 


Hollow Metal Doors and Frames 


Wood and Plastic Folding Doors 
Commercial Hardware 


Reinforcing and Fabricated Steel 
Residential and Commercial Steel and Aluminum Windows 


Builders Block & Stone Co., Inc. 


P. О. Box 1633 Roswell 


Builders Block & Supply Co., Inc. 


El Paso P. O. Drawer FF Las Cruces 


622-1321 532-9695 524-3633 


Members of New Mexico Concrete Masonry Assn. and National Concrete Masonry Assn. 
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The ROSWELL CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT 


The proposed design for the revitalization of the 
Roswell Central Business District is the culmination 
of joint efforts of the Chamber of Commerce, down- 
town merchants and property owners, local architects, 
and the Roswell Central Business District Committee 
under the direction of Mr. J. C. Powell, Jr. 


Roswell's business district at the present time is 
similar to that of hundreds of downtowns throughout 
the country. It suffers from old buildings, an inade- 
quate and antiquated street pattern, a lack of park- 
ing space caused by the concentration in one con- 
gested area of out-dated structures which were built 
when parking was not critical; the area is characterized 
by a dominance of asphalt and concrete paving with 
no consideration for landscaping, and a general lack 
of maintenance extending over a period of many years 

both in commercial establishments and public side- 
walks and streets. There are vacant stores and vacant 
lots, and, except for a few notable exceptions, stores 
are run-down, exteriors and interiors are poor, light- 
ing and color bad, merchandise displays drab and out- 
moded, signs unimaginative. The downtown also lacks 


Figure 1. 


Architect Ronn Ginn 


a good hotel, a good restaurant, good convention facili- 
lies, a large department store, and an attractive park 
for downtown shoppers. Most of all, it is without a 
basic attraction for new growth. 


Using requirements, suggestions, and recommen- 
dations of merchants and property owners, a final solu- 
tion was presented to the Roswell Central Business Dis- 
trict by local architects and an architectural consultant. 
The present report reproduces essential portions of 
the proposed design that was submitted, and it attempts 
to summarize the findings of the designers as well a 
the thinking that led to the various design solutions. 


Several basic conceptions form the foundation for 
the proposed Central Business District plan: 1. It seeks 
to provide an orderly and comprehensive pattern for the 
growth and development of commercial, service, light 
industrial, civic, and residential components for a city 
of 70,000 population, 2. It is not a wildly visionary 
proposal but accepts the Central Business District 
much as it exists with square city blocks, existing 
rights of way, and many solid and adequate buildings. 


Master. traffic proposal. Streets to be closed are shown in dark; circles indicate over or under passes. 
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The new plan eliminates on-street parking in order 
to widen sidewalks. create four lanes of moving vehicu- 
lar traffic. and provide adequate views of store fronts: 
by lining the streets. with trees and interspersing the 
sidewalks with planted areas. a pleasing and animated 
shopping environment can. Бе created. 4. The plan 
creates adequate and well-distributed parking areas by 
dedicating certain lots to parking. yet by means of 
good des 


asphalt wastelands are avoided: shown 
as surface parking on the present plans, certain of these 
lots can subsequently be converted to multilevel park- 
ing as the need arises The plan provides a clearcut 
nucleus or center of interest in the CBD in the form 
of a new civie center complex organized around an open 
park. 6. H utilizes closed streets as pedestrian arcades, 
but it provides truck access to all existing and future 
commercial establishments by means of existing alleys. 


Such are the principal concepts expressed in the 
following sketches. Although specific parts of the Ros- 
well CBD are used as the basis for some of the follow- 
ing sketches, the designs must not be thought of as 
definite architectural proposals. These drawi are 
only intended to suggest the kind of growth patte rns 
which could be obtained by an imaginative combination 
of old and new elements. Therefore several existing 
buildings are shown to suggest how such elements 
might be used as a basis for future development. 

Roswell, at present with a population of approxi- 
mately forty-five thousand persons, is the prime shop- 
ping center of a large proportion of southeastern. New 
Mexico that is settled in some forty-five small com- 
munities. The potential retail trade area of the city has 
a radius of approximately one hundred miles. The 
importance of this area is indicated by the location of 
eleven community shopping centers within or adjac ent 
to the trading nucleus (Hobbs, Artesia, Carrizozo, 
Vaughn, ete., each with a twenty-five mile trade area 
of its own) which are sufficient for convenience goods 
food, drugs and the like but which must rely on a 
regional center for major comparison or such primary 
goods as specialty and hard-line items. The presence of 
these forty-five towns and villages scattered within the 
100-mile circle indicates the need for a r gional center. 
Such a focus is important for more than just shopping. 
In addition to providing facilities for distribution and 
warehousing, it must function as ап urban and cul- 
tural center if is to serve completely the needs of 
the region. Roswell’s CBD is the only area within the 
larger territory that has the potential to meet these 
requirements. 

The present street arrangement of Roswell is the 
usual gridiron with Main Street as the major north- 
south thoroughfare and Second as the principal east- 
west street. With the elimination of vehicular traff 
on portions of Main, Richardson, First and Third 
Streets, with the removal of all one-way direction 
and with a reorganization of basic parking patterns, a 
convenient, flexible, and attractive urban shopping 
pattern can. be accomplished. In detail this proposal 
suggests that a number of streets be closed in whole 
or in part so that the area not be dominated by through 
traffic. Cross-country traffic would be diverted around 
the city by the proposed peripheral loop road. North- 
south city traffic would be diverted from US highway 
285 along Main Street between the City Museum and 
Alameda Street to parallel streets — Vi and 
Pennsylvania Avenues. 

East-west traffic on US 380 would be moved from 
Second to Alameda. These changes would give the CBD 


definite limit and provide ample space for future ex- 
pansion. Development west of Pennsylvania could be 
primarily professional and religious units, while that 
east of Virginia would be designated light industrial 
and service facilities. Overpasses or underpasses, located 
on map | by circles along the railroad, would ease 
congestion around the core. 


Figure 2. Proposed land used in the core area. Public 
and semi-public areas are indicated іп black: plots 
with circled numbers are parking areas. 


The major portion of the present business area 
now exists along Main Street between First and Fourth 
Streets, and this section will inevitably become one 
focus of the CBD. It should be noted, however, that 
there are other promising areas for development scat- 
tered throughout the соге, One such area, lying be- 
tween the Post Office (#12) on Pennsylvania Avenue 
and the Court House (#8) on Main Street between 
Fourth and Fifth has the potential of becoming an el- 
ficent complex of government buildings that could also 
provide a handsome focal point for the CBD. The 
heart of most cities the size of Roswell is a civic center. 
Land for this development, lying between Fourth and 
Sixth, Virginia and Pennsylvania, would not ђе expen- 
sive to acquire. One square block here is already oc- 
cupied by the Court House and other blocks contain 
four old residences, four vacant buildings while the 
remaining structures are generally in a state of de- 
terioration. To the north of this section there is ample 
room for future expansion without impinging on the 
retail shopping area to the south. 


The key to this proposed civic center is the present 
Court House and its square block of grounds. This 
area would be augmented by two additional blocks to 
the west. After the present county jail and sheriff's 
offices were removed from the Court House grounc 
(the sheriff to the western part of the city near US 
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Figure 3. 
Office Building. 


380, the garages to someplace outside the urban core), 
new city and county offices would be built in the form 
of a high rise building (#7). Police headquarters and 


muncipal courts would be located across Virginia Ave- 
nue to the east. The old Court House would then be 


NMA 


3. Plan of the proposed government center. View ој the elevated terrace 


May -j 


is to the east from the proposed State 


remodeled for use as the main city library with its 


excellent rotonda as a public space. 
A building for State of New Mexico offices in 


Roswell (#10) would be constructed on the site of the 
present Public Service Company. Further west, front- 


June, 65 


Figure. 4. Plan and vien of shopping district. This is what Third Street might look like if closed to traffic. 


ing on Pennsylvania Avenue are to be located the 
Chamber of Commerce (#11) and the central Post 
Office (#12), the latter at its present situation. The 
complex of government buildings would be connected 
by a series of elevated plazas with the area below the 
plazas serving as possible fallout shelters. On either 
side of the elevated plazas and interposed between the 
governmental would be parking lots. amply shaded 
with trees and large enough for public and government 
parking. Landscaping. street furniture, and walkways 
will be an important part of this area. 


Across Fifth Street to the north, on the corner of 
Richardson. is a place for the Federal Office Building 
(#2). Also on this side of the government center i: 
space for a bank (#3) and a hotel (#5). Fig 8, 
viewed from the plaza of the State Office Building 
(#10) and looking east toward the old County Court 
House, shows how this government center might look. 

Parking facilities pose a major design problem. 
An inventory of existing parking space within the 
limits of the proposed CBD reveals approximately two 
thousand units. These are distributed in small and in- 
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[Gift Center | 


Figure 5. View of Main Street, looking north from Walnut Street. 


convenient areas behind buildings that front, for the 
most part, on Richardson and Virginia Avenues. By 
proper concentration and space organization the same 
area could accommodate twice as many vehicles and at 
locations more convenient to shopping and civic focal 
points. 

Presently the downtown is deficient in basic street 
and sidewalk improvements, storm sewers, street illumi- 
nation, and alley maintenance. As improvement in these 
matters must be made in any case, it might as well be 
done in connection with the general redesign and re- 


development of the CBD. 


Finally, Roswell will need enlarged shopping fa- 
cilities and additional office space as its population 
grows. As the CBD expands, some existing buildings 
inevitably will and clearly should become an integral 
part of any new development. Many factors will in- 
fluence the exact location and design of future com- 
mercial construction. А key concept, however, must be 
the realization that an attractive urban center is not at- 
tained with unrelated buildings, no matter how hand- 
some the individual structure might be in itself, but 
by means of relationships between buildings. The new 
CBD must not grow as a series of stores lined up 
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Figure 6. Plan and view oj an inner plaza with shops 


monotonously along the sidewalk and competing with 
each other for the customer's attention, but as clusters 
of shops, grouped in harmonious, pedestrian-scaled 
units. Utilizing arcades and landscaping, these clusters 
of stores can be organized around inviting plazas. The 
monotony of the present streetscape can be relieved by 
breaks in the relentless su sion of store fronts and 
by alternation of tree-shaded parking areas. 

Situated off the street and scaled to the pedes- 
trian, the plazas can resemble the “malls” of modern 
suburban shopping centers. They can serve as a place 


көш, ner 


organized about it. 


of rest and relaxation. Figure 4 shows such plaza 
for concerts or meetings, and as a downtown gathering 
viewed from the corner of Third and Richardson look- 
ing east. All buildings shown are existing. Present-day 
alleys, with utility lines placed underground, will have 
become service and package pick-up lines of communi- 
cation. 

In any given area there are both buildings that 
show excellent care and some that have outlived their 
usefulnes land is at a premium in most of the core, 
й is necessary to utilize all parcels to their best ad- 
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vantage. To illustrate the environmental possibilities 
of the Central Business District, another drawing, Fig- 
ure 5, shows a remodeled shopping area as it might 
develop near the corner of First and Main by removing 
some buildings and adding others. While making each 
store а part of the whole, it still retains that store's 
character familiar to downtown shoppers. But in addi- 
tion, it takes on a new importance with its better rela- 
tionship to pedestrian and vehicular traffic. By eliminat- 
ing the barrier to proper store front view caused by 
parked automobiles, by increasing width of walkways. 
by planting, lighting and various sorts of street furni- 
ture, by providing side or rear store entrances, and by 
organized parking. the buildings take on new life that 
makes one area of the core as important as any other. 
The multi-use kiosks, designed to add to the visual 
variety of the shopping environment, can serve a variety 
of purposes from rest areas to key shops and news 


stands. 

Future development of Roswell's downtown should 
consider the particular climatic conditions of the reg 
rather than merely attempting to create a series of 
imposing store fronts, Shoppers are rarely impressed 
by flashy or gaudy materials and signs, but rather by 
convenience, quality and enjoyment. Similarly the use 
of “hidden” service areas on the alleyways is a waste 
of valuable space. Only by creating a pleasant shopping 
environment can a retail district prosper. Figure 6 of- 
fers a suggestion for utilizing the retail block as an 
independent unit of specialty buying such as that cater- 
ing to the woman shopper. Each unit can be recognized 
by its specialization to give identity to the merchant 


and organization for the buyer. The merchants are part 
of the unit corporation that controls the small center; 
this corporation is responsible for the maintenance of 
the area, just as in a suburban shopping center. Such 
a concept could be used for service, office, and profes- 
sional units as well, though, of course, the character 
and design of each would be governed by its function. 
The interior court suggested here situated between 
Walnut and First on Richardson Avenue has a 
round, sunken display area that could be used col- 
lectively or individually by the merchants within the 
unit. The rendering is a view of the interior shopping 


court looking east. —Ronn Ginn 
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Two Drills and Crews now 
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All work done under the supervision 
of Registered Professional Engineers 
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FORMICA the new romance 


in laminated plastics 


Sink tops, cabinet 
these are but 
Formica will not crac is unharmed by alcohol, fruit 
acids, boiling water or temperatures up to 275 degrees. Nine- 
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our home building needs 
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durable plastic laminate for all o 
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200 N. GLENWOOD e EL PASO, TEXAS 


ELECTRIC 
ELEVATORS 
FOR HIGH RISE BUILOINGS NEW MEXICO STATE CAPITOL BUILDING 


Santa Fe, New Mexico 
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SEVEN: 


Hunter-Hayes Elevator Co 


OILDRAULIC' ELEVATORS Buena Vista Dr. S.E 
FOR BUILDINGS TO SEVEN STORIES | M 
New Mexicc 
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SUBSIDIARY E DOVER CORP. 


Office Throughout the Southwest 
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We invite you to consider us as 
your concrete headquarters .... 
Albuquerque's Quality Concrete. 


AND 
HEAT... 


The largest pavilion at the New 
York World's Fair? Or the world's 
busiest airport? Or New Mexico's 
tallest building? Or a 25-acre 
shopping center? Or a modern high 
school? Or your own home? 


If you want the job done right 
...do it with gas. 


In homes, businesses, factories, 

schools — wherever there is a need for 
climate control — the demand for depend- 
able gas is growing! Gas-fired equipment is 
produced today by more manufacturers than 
ever before. From small residential units to 
giant industrial systems, gas equipment is 
dependable, efficient, safe, compact, flexible 
— the most economical and longest-lasting 
of all heating and cooling systems. 
It is gas which cools and heats...the Ford 
pavilion and 28 other major pavilions at the 
New York World's Fair, New York Inter- 
national Airport, the Bank of New Mexico's 
skyscraper, Rushfair shopping center in El 
Paso, beautiful El Paso Technical High 
School, and many of the finest homes all 
across the country. Think about it. 


SOUTHERN б UNION 
GAS 


COMPANY 


600 John St., SE Phone CH 2-5265 


1822 First Street, Northwest, Albuquerque, New Mexico 


Albuquerque Gravel 
Products Company 


Albuquerque, New Mexico 


How to insulate these basic 
wall systems for just 
10¢ to 21¢ per sq. ft. 


[1] BRICK AND BLOCK 
[2] BRICK CAVITY 
3] BLOCK 


Specify Zonolite* Masonry Fill Insulation to 
fill concrete block cores or cavities of brick 
cavity walls. The installed cost runs from a 
low of approximately 10# per sq. ft. of wall 
to 21£, depending on block or cavity size. 

Zonolite Masonry Fili Insulation cuts heat 
transmission through the walls up to 5095 
or more...reduces cost of heating or cool- 
ing equipment needed ..offers clients 
more comfort, a more efficient structure for 
their money. Your Zonolite representative 
has details. 


Southwest Vermiculite Co. 


Phone 242-1163 


ZONOLITE MASONRY FILL INSULATION 


Rez. trade mark of Zonolite Div., W. R. Grace & Co. 
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ARMSTRONG LUMINAIRE 
CEILING SYSTEM 


The beautiful ceiling in Onalee's Card and Party Shop 

in Coronado Shopping Center shows the many advan- 

ta of the Armstrong A-50 Luminaire Ceiling System. 

It was specified in place of an originally planned 

combination of a luminous ceiling with a conventional acme 

duct and grill air distribution system. BRICK COMPANY 
The Armstrong Ceiling totally integrates all ceiling 
elements into one multifunctional assembly. Each 50- 
жоме lighted module of the system is Rx n 
chanically independent, self-contained source of light- 7 ке — 
ing, air distribution and acoustical control; all three KINNEY BRICK 
functions are coordinated into a completely finished 


ceiling, supported by a single grid. Lighting levels can y С 
vary from limited illumination to well over 200 foot- COMPANY ° INC. 
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Description Of A New Mexican Church In 1776 


The finest remaining Spanish Colonial church in 
New Mexico is San Jose at Trampas. Begun soon after 
1761, the church was substantially complete at the 
time of the visit of Fray Francesco Atanasio Dominguez 
who had been sent to the Upper Rio Grande valley by 
the provincial of the Order in Mexico City to report 
on the condition and needs of the missions in the area. 
The following exerpts from Fray Dominguez’ report. 
written in 1776, describes the church much as it exists 
today. 


. . The place is called Trampas and is about 
the same distance from Truchas as from the pueblo 
(Picuris). This little settlement is in a canada of the 
Sierra Madre. It runs from southeast to northwest, 
with a small river with a very rapid current of good 
crystaline water in the middle. It is not half a league 
long, but since it is rather wide, it has fairly good 
farmlands on both banks of the river. Watered by this 
river, they yield quite reasonable crops with the ex- 
ception of chile and frijol. 


“The settlers do not live in ranchos but in a plaza 
like a neighborhood house. For the most part they are 
a ragged lot, but there are three or four who have 
enough to get along after a fashion. They are as festive 
as they are poor, and very merry Almost all are 
their own masters and servants . The following 
includes them all. 63 families with 278 persons. 


“There is a chapel in this Trampas . . . . In the 
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San Jose Trampas 
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year 1760, when the Holy Bishop Tamaron visited this 
kingdom, at the petition of the settlers he left a license 
for them to build a chapel here to Lord St. Joseph. 
It is adobe with walls more than a vara thick, and 
there is a transept. The outlook and main floor are to 
the southwest, and it is 20 varas long from the door 
to the mouth of the transept, 7 wide, and 8 high up 
to the bed molding. The transept is 6 varas long. 15 
wide, and more than 9 high because of the clerestory. 
The ascent to the sanctuary consists of five poor steps 
made of beams, and its area is 4 varas square, the 
height being equal to that of the transept. 


"There is a choir loft in the usual place... . 
but it has no railing, for it is still in the process of 
being made. There is a good window at each end of the 
transept, and there are two more just like them on the 
Epistle side near the nave. There is a window door to 
a balcony in the choir loft. The roof of the nave 
consists of twenty-five beams, and the clerestory is on 
the one opposite the sanctuary. The transept is roofed 
by nineteen beams, and the sanctuary by seven. All 
have multiple corbels as well as being wrought. The 
sanctuary has a false vaulted arch with multiple corbels. 


"The main door is square with a strong wooden 
frame instead of masonry. It has two paneled leaves, 
but the only lock is the crossbar; and it is 3 varas high 
by 2!5 wide. Two tower buttresses jut out from the 
front corners like those | mentioned at Santa Fe, and ón 
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them there is no more than the beginning 
of towers. On the outside, toward the 
middle of one of them, there is a frame 
with a middle-sized bell in it. There is 
a balcony almost like the one in Santa Fe 
over the door from one tower buttress to 
the other. The cemetery is very small, 
with an adobe (wall) and a gate. 

"As we enter, the baptistry is on the 
right under the choir. И is like those 
described before, with an adobe pillar in 
the middle, but no font. At the end of 
the transept on the Gospel side is the 
sacristry, a very ordinary room without a 


key. There is a new table with a drawer 
but no key in this sacristry. The only 
altar in this chapel the high altar. 
Hs furnishing consists of a board niche 
painted and splattered with what they 
call talco (mica). It is like tinsel, but 
very flexible. In this niche there is a 
middle-sized image in the round of Lord 
St. Joseph. There are many paper prints 
around the niche, and little candlesockets, 
like ferules used in school. fixed in the 
wall with brads. 

“The altar table is adobe with a gra- 
din and dias of the same material. There 
is no altar stone, but there are a cross 
and rather new bronze candlesticks which 
came out of a small offering. Pulpit 
and confessional, new and badly made 


"This chapel has been built by alms 
from the whole kingdom, for the citizens 
of this place have begged throughout it. 
The chief promoter in all this has been 
one Juan Arguello. who is more than 
eighty years old.” 


This exerpt from the Fray Dom- 
inguez report is taken [rom the MIS- 
SIONS OF NEW MEXICO, 1776, Uni- 
versity of New Mexico, 1956. translated 
and annotated by Eleanor B. Adams and 
Fray Angelico Chavez. The photographs 
are from the Historic American Buildings 
Survey. Library of Congress. and they 
were taken in 1961 by Jack Boucher. The 
measured drawings were made in 1964 
by Ted C. Luna as a term project for a 
course in architectural history at the 
University of New Mexico.—B. B. 
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If the exhibition appears to offer a 
preponderance of contemporary Ameri- 
can works, perhaps this may be seen as 
a reflection of the greater degree to which 
pictorial journalism has permeated Amer- 
ican culture in the twentieth century. 

— Morton Schoenfeld 
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ANOTHER SPARKLING EXAMPLE 
OF THE IMAGINATIVE USE OF 
INLAI EXPOSED AGGREGATE 

CONCRETE PANELS 


THE DOWNTOWNER 
MOTOR INN 
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 
Bth & CENTRAL NORTHWEST 
H. G. HALL & ASSOCIATES, BUILDERS 


The Inlai panel applieation on the Downtowner 
Motor Inn served a twofold purpose — A pleas- 
ing decorative effect and a substantial curtain 
wall The 3 aggregate colors were supplied 
from the Southwestern area, with each color 
being used in a different level of relief in the 
Indian design panels. 


EXPOSED AGGREGATE 
CONCRETE PANELS 


VERSATILITY in CONCRETE 


EDGAR D. OTTO & SON, INC. 


2700 Second Street, Southwest * P.O. Box 387 * Albuquerque, New Mexico * Phone 243-6721 


LAVALITE” Concrete Masonry Units e EXTRALITE Concrete Masonry Units. 


Inlai EPOXY MATRIX EXPOSED AGGREGATE WALL TREATMENTS FR М U RESIDENTIAL MASONRY UNITS 
Cast Stone and Pre-Cast Concrete ө Masonry Wall Reinforcement 


Inlai'Exposed Aggregate Facing Panels e DESERT CANYON STONE 


